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Incidence of hyphema in peafowl (Pavo cristatus)
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Abstract

Wildlife SOS team rescued a Peahen of storm victim from a village near Agra with a history of severe trauma
at head. Complete health examination revealed it to be case of hyphema. Parenteral and topical treatment
using corticosteroids and antibiotics was provided to the bird for six consecutive days. Complete recovery
was observed on 6% day. It was concluded that management and successful recovery in traumatic hyphema
can be achieved by systemic and topical therapy. The blue peafowl (Pavo cristatus) was declared as a National
Bird of India in 1963 and it is kept under Schedule I of Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 so providing
utmost importance is mandatory (Kushwaha and Akhilesh, 2016). The species is in least concern category
in the international union for conservation of nature (IUCN) red list. The blue peafowl lives especially in
dense forest, both wet and dry forest. However, these birds are adopted to agricultural region now a days and
even found very close to human sites (Forshaw, 1998), such that they have water at hand. The peafowl are
omnivorous with wild peafowls having vast range of food habits which includes plants, berry, seeds, insects
and small creatures such as reptile and amphibians (Arshad et. al., 2000; Chopra and kumar, 2014). Freeman
et. al. (2008) mentioned that bird communities can be significantly affected by severe storms due to potential
destruction of food resources. Any physical injury happened due to natural calamities will further increase
the difficulties of their survivability. The illegal poaching for feathers, meat trade and mass mortality due to
indiscriminate application of pesticides and herbicides in crop fields are remain as major causes of the recent
decline in peafowl population (Ramesh and McGowan, 2009). In this article, we discussed about successful
rescue and rehabilitation of an injured peahen of storm victim, which was rescued by Wildlife SOS rescue
team at Agra.
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Natural calamities are affecting the survivability
of Indian peafowl by causing serious health issues or by
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Fig. 1: Bleeding in anterior chamber of Fig.2: Aggregation of RBCs in streak
form on Day 2.

eye on Day 0.
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destroying the food habits. Traumatic hyphema is one of
them, hindering the proper vision and making the bird
prone as a prey for predators. Management and successful
recovery from the condition can be possible by systemic
and topical approach.
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Fig. 3: Remarkable reduction in
RBCs on Day 4.
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Fig. 5: Radiograph on Day 0.
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